
Table B-33.  Graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in land-grant institutions,
by detailed field: 1990-97
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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

..................................Total, all surveyed fields 143,718 148,127 154,062 156,782 156,755 155,656 151,662 147,381

............Total, science and engineering fields 131,067 134,919 139,809 141,756 140,942 138,966 134,916 130,945

.............................................Sciences, total 93,043 94,878 98,078 99,927 100,026 99,546 97,046 94,266

..............................Physical sciences, total 13,495 13,543 13,790 13,836 13,378 13,085 12,642 12,148
................................................Astronomy 362 366 384 393 401 377 361 323

.................................................Chemistry 7,478 7,424 7,622 7,749 7,653 7,548 7,414 7,173
.....................................................Physics 5,624 5,718 5,745 5,643 5,264 5,105 4,820 4,607

..........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 31 35 39 51 60 55 47 45

...............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 5,510 5,581 5,974 6,194 6,273 6,333 6,105 5,900
..............................Atmospheric sciences 593 625 703 749 727 720 691 694

............................................Geosciences 2,916 2,830 2,976 2,956 2,972 2,937 2,857 2,858
.........................................Oceanography 1,228 1,220 1,338 1,374 1,451 1,327 1,255 1,174

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 773 906 957 1,115 1,123 1,349 1,302 1,174

...............................Mathematical sciences 7,222 7,380 7,328 7,085 6,902 6,623 6,451 5,926

....................................Computer sciences 6,919 7,039 7,167 7,283 7,031 7,084 7,081 7,162

..................................Agricultural sciences 9,308 9,428 9,730 9,792 10,013 10,189 9,836 9,607

............................Biological sciences, total 20,101 20,651 21,013 21,712 22,343 22,117 21,577 21,088
...................................................Anatomy 316 324 308 311 341 295 310 270

............................................Biochemistry 2,204 2,244 2,245 2,214 2,339 2,315 2,221 2,171
.....................................................Biology 2,707 2,827 2,976 3,021 3,088 2,944 2,916 3,084

.............................Biometry/epidemiology 206 347 439 596 592 535 517 408
................................................Biophysics 195 235 246 255 253 291 278 279

......................................................Botany 2,209 2,166 2,197 2,245 2,252 2,119 2,045 1,969
..............................................Cell biology 1,005 1,101 1,205 1,371 1,396 1,467 1,417 1,368

....................................................Ecology 636 640 687 749 842 913 914 919
..........................Entomology/parasitology 1,089 1,091 1,116 1,165 1,177 1,171 1,152 1,085

...................................................Genetics 654 650 647 648 627 626 640 661
...........Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,218 2,158 2,176 2,170 2,180 2,162 2,110 2,030

....................................................Nutrition 2,643 2,594 2,495 2,556 2,736 2,787 2,721 2,609
.................................................Pathology 516 591 586 573 588 514 518 503

..........................................Pharmacology 905 944 1,008 1,082 1,125 1,135 1,076 1,034
................................................Physiology 819 847 857 859 803 774 719 687

....................................................Zoology 1,375 1,435 1,348 1,330 1,326 1,315 1,257 1,163
...................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 404 457 477 567 678 754 766 848

................................................Psychology 8,155 8,388 8,546 8,654 8,550 8,559 8,361 8,122

.................................Social sciences, total 22,333 22,868 24,530 25,371 25,536 25,556 24,993 24,313
.............................Agricultural economics 2,148 2,218 2,322 2,176 2,026 2,083 1,926 1,864

...............Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,896 1,978 2,097 2,210 2,271 2,252 2,249 2,139
...............Economics (except agricultural) 3,917 4,171 4,336 4,395 4,333 4,194 4,080 3,824

...............................................Geography 1,357 1,435 1,600 1,615 1,631 1,597 1,612 1,656
................................................Linguistics 966 979 917 916 954 963 962 906

.......................................Political science 6,300 6,328 6,876 7,091 6,913 6,989 6,777 6,539
.................................................Sociology 2,623 2,773 2,896 2,962 2,957 2,994 2,923 2,884

............................Sociology/anthropology 394 272 311 356 390 366 377 392
..............................Social sciences, other 2,732 2,714 3,175 3,650 4,061 4,118 4,087 4,109

.........................................Engineering, total 38,024 40,041 41,731 41,829 40,916 39,420 37,870 36,679
..............................Aerospace engineering 1,408 1,567 1,598 1,526 1,423 1,293 1,223 1,195
.............................Agricultural engineering 895 923 946 954 985 974 950 899
.............................Biomedical engineering 564 592 662 696 697 711 741 763

................................Chemical engineering 2,951 3,021 3,087 3,210 3,170 3,134 3,089 2,929
........................................Civil engineering 6,395 7,012 7,602 7,679 7,788 7,735 7,438 7,171

................................Electrical engineering 10,352 10,735 11,186 10,897 10,402 9,829 9,445 9,618
..................................Engineering science 877 1,019 1,021 985 928 878 851 787

............Industrial eng./manufacturing eng. 3,037 3,270 3,468 3,692 3,661 3,593 3,174 2,754
.............................Mechanical engineering 6,490 6,748 7,223 7,249 6,907 6,426 6,093 5,823

.......................Metallurgical/materials eng. 2,276 2,390 2,503 2,465 2,468 2,352 2,245 2,216
...................................Nuclear engineering 949 968 996 1,031 986 902 765 698

.....................................Engineering, other 1,830 1,796 1,439 1,445 1,501 1,593 1,856 1,826

.........................................Total, health fields 12,651 13,208 14,253 15,026 15,813 16,690 16,746 16,436
................................................Clinical fields 419 385 422 429 455 465 410 580

...........................................Dental sciences 199 234 252 249 260 273 284 287
........................................................Nursing 4,728 5,024 5,381 5,749 6,432 6,574 6,387 6,174

.............................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,073 1,097 1,110 1,125 1,150 1,115 1,132 1,068
.......Preventive medicine/community health 2,336 2,327 2,625 2,821 2,834 2,949 2,941 2,111

........................Speech pathology/audiology 1,723 1,850 1,974 2,029 2,071 2,157 2,155 2,291
.....................................Veterinary sciences 855 839 882 827 800 865 887 1,123

........................................Other health fields 1,318 1,452 1,607 1,797 1,811 2,292 2,550 2,802

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering


